
SOOYEON NATASHA KANG 
  
Department of Political Science  
Loyola University Chicago   Email: skang8@luc.edu 
 

ACADEMIC AND RESEARCH APPOINTMENTS 
 
2023 - present Assistant Professor in Political Science, Loyola University Chicago 
 
2022 – 2023 Non-resident Fellow, Belfer Center for Science and International Affairs, 

Harvard Kennedy School 
 
2021 – 2023  Post-doctoral Research Fellow, Mershon Center for International Security 

Studies, The Ohio State University 
 
2019 – 2022 Non-resident Fellow, Carr Center for Human Rights Policy, Harvard 

Kennedy School 
 
2020 – 2021  Jennings Randolph Peace Scholar Fellow, United States Institute of Peace 
 
2020 – 2021   Doctoral Research Fellow, International Center on Nonviolent Conflict 
 
2016 – 2021 Research Fellow, Sié Chéou-Kang Center for International Security & 

Diplomacy, University of Denver 
 

EDUCATION 
 
2021   Ph.D., Josef Korbel School of International Studies, University of Denver 

Dissertation: “From reform to resignation: Explaining why some protest 
movements escalate their demands” 
Committee: Erica Chenoweth (Chair), Cullen Hendrix, Julia Macdonald 
Fields: International Relations; Comparative Politics 

 
2013   M.A., The Fletcher School of Law and Diplomacy, Tufts University 

Thesis: “The North Korean Nuclear Negotiations: The Breakdown of the 
1994 Agreed Framework and its Implications for the 2005 Joint Statement 
of the Six-Party Talks” 

   Advisors: Eileen Babbitt & Sung-Yoon Lee 
 
2010   B.A., Dartmouth College 
   Majors: Government; Psychology  

mailto:skang8@luc.edu
https://mershoncenter.osu.edu/
https://www.belfercenter.org/
https://www.belfercenter.org/
https://mershoncenter.osu.edu/
https://mershoncenter.osu.edu/
https://carrcenter.hks.harvard.edu/
https://carrcenter.hks.harvard.edu/
https://www.usip.org/
https://www.nonviolent-conflict.org/
https://korbel.du.edu/sie
https://korbel.du.edu/sie
https://korbel.du.edu/
https://fletcher.tufts.edu/
https://home.dartmouth.edu/


https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/00223433221137614
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/00223433221137614
https://kb.osu.edu/bitstream/handle/1811/102857/1/OSJDR_V38N1_139.pdf
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PRESENTATIONS 
 
March 2023 “Civilian Action during Civil War: Doomed to Fail or Poised to Succeed?” at 

ISA Annual Conference 2023 (Montreal, Canada) 
September 2022 “Civilian Action during Civil War: Doomed to Fail or Poised to Succeed?” 

accepted for APSA Annual Conference 2022 (Declined) 
April 2022 “Bottom-up and Top-down: Explaining Pro-Government Mobilization in  
   Autocracies” at MPSA Annual Conference 2022 (Virtual) 
March 2022 “Regime Elites and Civil Society: Assessing the Channels of Pro-Government 

Mobilization in Autocracies” at ISA Annual Conference 2022 (Virtual) 
March 2022 “Constructing Community Cohesion Organically and Strategically” at 

Rethinking Systems Design for Racial Justice & Equity (Columbus, OH) 
September 2021 “Upping the Ante without Taking up Arms: Why Mass Movements Escalate 

Demands” at APSA Annual Meeting & Exhibition (Virtual) 
January 2021 “From Reform to Resignation: Explaining why some protest movements 

escalate their demands, and why the United States should care” at Bridging 
Asia Conference, University of Southern California (Virtual) 

September 2020 “Why States Repress: Unpacking the Law of Coercive Responsiveness” at 
APSA Annual Meeting & Exhibition (Virtual) 

March 2020 “A Latent Dimension of Political Protest” (with Erica Chenoweth, Vito 
D’Orazio, Christopher Fariss, and Joseph Wright) at ISA Annual Conference 
2020 (Honolulu, HI) – Accepted for presentation, meeting cancelled 

December 2019 “Securing economic ties: assessing the extent of extended nuclear 
   deterrence” at CSIS – Project on Nuclear Issues (Washington, D.C.) 
November 2019 “Asia Beyond the Headlines Seminar Series – Repercussions: The Hong 

Kong Protest in Context” panelist at Harvard University – Asia Center event 
(Cambridge, MA) 

October 2019 “Understanding North Korea’s Cyber Capabilities through its Activities in 
South Korea” at the Harvard Korea Project Meeting (Cambridge, MA) 

October 2019 “Securing economic ties: assessing the extent of extended nuclear 
deterrence” at ISA ISSS-IS Conference 2019 (Denver, CO) 

October 2019 “From reform to resignation: Explaining why some protest movements 
escalate their demands” at Korbel Research Seminar (Denver, CO) 

September 2019 “The Economic Costs of Civil Resistance” at ISA-West Conference 2019 
(Pasadena, CA) 

April 2019 “The Economic Costs of Civil Resistance” at the Fourth Annual Four Corners 
Conflict Network 2019 Meeting (Salt Lake City, UT) 

March 2019 “Securing Economic Ties: Assessing the Extent o
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September 2017  “State repression and nonviolent resistance” (with Erica Chenoweth) at the 
11th Pan-European Conference on International Relations (Barcelona, 
Spain) 

 

RESEARCH GRANTS & AWARDS 
 
2021 – 2023 Mershon Center for International Security Studies, The Ohio State University - 

$50,000 (for the Future of Data Workshop and creation of new database) 
2021 – 2023 The Ohio State University, President’s Research Excellence Catalyst Award 

(co-PI on a collaborative research project titled “University Collaboration 
on Overcoming Attitudinal and Situational Barriers to Collaborative 
Initiatives to Advance Racial Equity: A Confluence of Dispute Process 
Design, Law & Social Science”) - $199,995 

2020 – 2021  United States Institute of Peace, Peace Scholar Fellowship - $20,000 
2020 – 2021  International Center on Nonviolent Conflict, Dissertation Fellowship - $4,800 
2019 – 2020  Josef Korbel School, PhD research funding (internally competitive) - $2,000 
February 2019 Pacific Forum, Young Leaders Program award to attend “Meeting the New 

Challenges of Extended Deterrence Workshop” held at the Center for Global 
   Security Research, Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory (competitive) 
2018 – 2019  Josef Korbel School, PhD methods training and research funding (internally 

competitive) - $5,100 
2017 – 2018  Josef Korbel School, PhD research funding (internally competitive) - $1,960 
2016 – 2017  Josef Korbel School, PhD research funding (internally competitive) - $1,362 
2016 – 2017  University of Denver, Graduate Studies Doctoral Fellowship (selected among 
  all incoming doctoral students, university-wide) - $4,500 
Spring 2012 Tufts Geographic Information System (GIS) Poster Expo – Runner-up award 

for “Areas in North Korea most in need of Food Assistance” 
2011 – 2012  National Chengchi University Scholarship, at Tufts University (internally 

competitive) 
Fall 2009 The Nelson A. Rockefeller Center for Public Policy, Dartmouth College 

(internally competitive) - $4,000 
Summer 2009 John Sloan Dickey Center for International Understanding, Dartmouth 

College (internally competitive) - $4,000 
 

 
RESEARCH & POLICY EXPERIENCE 

 
Oct 2021 – 2022 Research Consultant, Gender-Sensitive Political Analysis of the Korean 

Conflict, The Centre for Humanitarian Dialogue (HD) 
July – Aug. 2021 Research Consultant, Divided Communities Project – Moritz College of Law, 

The Ohio State University 
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2015 – 2016  Researcher, HarvardX and Harvard Humanitarian Initiative 
2014 – 2016  Research Team Member, Harvard Kennedy School (for Jennifer Lerner) 
2014 – 2015  Research Officer, Joseon Institute 
Summer –  Writer and Editor, Women and Public Policy Program, Harvard Kennedy 
Fall 2015  
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UNIVERSITY & PROFESSIONAL SERVICE 
 
· Reviewer, Journal of Peace Research, Comparative Political Studies 
· Reviewer, Graduate Research Grant Competition 2023 at the Mershon Center for International 

Security Studies (The Ohio State University) 
· Student Representative, Tenure-line Promotions Committee 2019-2020 (University of Denver)  
· Mentor, Rockefeller Alumni Mentoring Program (Dartmouth College) 
· Workshop organizer (with Trey Billing), “Data in Contentious Politics” at The Ohio State 

University, January 18-19, 2022 (held virtually) 
· Program A
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